
  

 

 SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2021 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 10:30 AM 

† GATHERING † 

    The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God.  
 
Welcome! As you enter the nave of  the Church, please be respectful of  those preparing for worship with prayer and 
meditation. The assembly participates in worship by speaking the text printed in boldface type.  

 
VOLUNTARY  
 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly may kneel or remain seated. 
All may make the sign of  the cross (☩), the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the tender mercy of  our God. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

God for whom we wait, 
in the presence of  one another, 
we confess our sin before you. 
We fail in believing that your good news is for us. 
We falter in our call to tend your creation. 
We find our sense of  self  in material wealth. 
We fear those different from ourselves. 
We forget that we are your children 
and turn away from your love. 
Forgive us, Blessed One, 
and assure us again of  your saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
God, in Christ Jesus, has looked with favor upon you! 
Through the power of  the Holy Spirit, your sins are forgiven. 
You are children of  the Most High, inheritors of  the eternal promise, 
and recipients of  divine mercy. God strengthens you anew to follow the way of  peace. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN 
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GREETING 
The Grace of  Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of  God,  
and the Communion of  the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 

 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray.  
Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of  our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of  your salvation, for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 
The assembly is seated.  



4 

 

† WORD † 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
A Reading from Jeremiah 
 
14The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of  
Israel and the house of  Judah. 15In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to 
spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16In those days 
Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness.”  
 
The word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
PSALMODY: Psalm 25:1-10 

continues on next page 
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SECOND READING: I Thessalonians 3:9-13 
A Reading from First Thessalonians. 
 
9How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God 
because of  you? 10Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and 
restore whatever is lacking in your faith. 
  11Now may our God and Father himself  and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12And may 
the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in 
love for you. 13And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before 
our God and Father at the coming of  our Lord Jesus with all his saints.  
 
The word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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GOSPEL: Luke 21:25-36 
The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 25“There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress 
among nations confused by the roaring of  the sea and the waves. 26People will faint from fear and 
foreboding of  what is coming upon the world, for the powers of  the heavens will be 
shaken. 27Then they will see ‘the Son of  Man coming in a cloud’ with power and great 
glory. 28Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and raise your heads, because your 
redemption is drawing near.” 
  29Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30as soon as they sprout 
leaves you can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31So also, when you see 
these things taking place, you know that the kingdom of  God is near. 32Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. 33Heaven and earth will pass away, 
but my words will not pass away. 
  34“Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and 
the worries of  this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35like a trap. For it will come 
upon all who live on the face of  the whole earth. 36Be alert at all times, praying that you may have 
the strength to escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of  Man.”  
 

The gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
The assembly is seated 
 
 
SERMON You Better Watch Out  Pastor Brad Carroll 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the Gospel. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  Worship book #436 
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NICENE CREED 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of  heaven and earth, 
of  all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of  God, 
eternally begotten of  the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of  one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of  the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of  the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of  life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of  sins. 
We look for the resurrection of  the dead, 

 and the life of  the world to come. Amen.  
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes: 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of  Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
All may greet one another with a sign of  peace.   The assembly is seated. 
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† MEAL † 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

 
OFFERING 
 
 ANTHEM Keep Your Lamps - André Thomas  Chancel Choir 
 
 
After the musical offering, the assembly rises in body or spirit and joins singing. 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer. 
Let us pray.  
God of  our waiting and watching, 
we offer the gifts of  our hearts and our lives 
to the service of  all your people. 
Prepare the way before us 
as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 
Amen.  
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It is indeed right, … 
 … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

The Presiding Minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION 
The assembly may be seated. 
 
As you come forward to the altar, take a glass from the tray at the front pew.  
The pre-filled glasses contain grape juice. 
 
All are invited to join singing during the distribution. 
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer. 
Let us pray. 
Most High God, 
you have come among us at this table. 
By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of  your word, 
sharing gifts of  mercy and grace with all, 
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. 
Amen. 

After all have received the sacrament, the assembly rises in body or spirit. 
The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  
 
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 

† SENDING † 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
At the conclusion of  the Blessing, all respond: Amen 
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SENDING HYMN   Worship book #259 

 
DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
VOLUNTARY  
Please be seated to listen as the Voluntary concludes today’s worship. 
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Vestry 
Debra Clark 

President 
Lance Burgess 
Vice President 

Millie Sekulski 
Secretary 

Donna Waldt 
Treasurer 

Linda Bollinger 
Kathy Groh 

Sara MacGowan 
Jon Maury 

John Seedorff 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
37 South Fifth Street ꞏ Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101  

Church office: 610-435-1587   Fax: 610-435-6505  
Music office: 610-435-1641 

E-mail: office@sjat.org  
 
 

 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Bradley T. Carroll, Pastor, bcarroll@sjat.org 

Eric G. Gombert, Cantor, egombert@sjat.org 
Scott Boka, Sexton, sboka@stjohnsallentown.org 

Today 11/28 10:30 AM 
12:00 PM 

Holy Communion        
Vestry Meeting 

Monday 11/29 7:15 PM Boy Scouts  

Wednesday 12/1 7:00 PM Chancel Choir 

Sunday 12/5 10:30 AM 
 

Holy Communion 
 

SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY: 

Altar Guild Cheryl Hilbert-Gonzalez, Kris Seedorff, Morgan Kline 

Assisting Minister Renee Gombert 

Crucifer Morgan Kline 

Greeters Ed & Nancy Miller 

Lector Sally MacGowan 

Head Usher Larry Greene 

Sacramental Deacon Sally MacGowan 

Worship Attendance: November 21:  61 

JEFFERSON SCHOOL HOLIDAY GIFT COLLECTION 
Please bring gifts for Jefferson School students to the Gathering Place by Sunday, December 12. Gifts 
should be wrapped and have a post-it note denoting the content. Here is a list of requested items: 

Lego sets (star wars, Minecraft, etc) 
Barbies 
Among Us figurines 
Fidget toys 
Squeeze balls 
Footballs, basketballs, soccer balls etc. 
Squishmellows 
Mini brands 
Pop-its 

Coloring books and markers 
LOL dolls 
Dinosaurs 
Bayblades 
Hotwheels 
Roblox 
Mermaid barbies 
Pretend dogs and cats 
Disney Princess barbie dolls 


