SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 2021
10:30 AM

16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

† GATHERING †

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Welcome! As you enter the nave of the Church, please be respectful of those preparing for worship with prayer and
meditation. The assembly participates in worship by speaking the text printed in boldface type.
VOLUNTARY
You will have the opportunity to call out and sing some of your favorite hymns as we gather for worship.
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

GATHERING HYMN
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
O God, through suffering and rejection you bring forth our salvation, and by the glory of the
cross you transform our lives. Grant that for the sake of the gospel we may turn from the lure of
evil, take up our cross, and follow your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

The assembly is seated.

† WORD †

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
FIRST READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.
4The

Lord GOD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7The

Lord GOD helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9aIt is the Lord GOD who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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PSALMODY: Psalm 116:1-9
All join singing the antiphon after introduction by the choir. Repeat the antiphon as indicated R

All join chanting the boldface verses of the Psalm.

1I

love the LORD, who has [heard] my voice,
and listened to my [sup]-plication,
2for the LORD has [giv]-en ear to me
when-[ever] I called.
3The cords of death entangled me; …
the anguish of the [grave came] upon me;
I came to [grief] and sorrow.
4Then I called upon the [name of] the LORD:
“O LORD, I pray you, … [save] my life.” R
5Gracious

is the [LORD] and righteous;
our God is [full of] compassion.
6The LORD watches [over] the innocent;
I was brought [low and] God saved me.
7Turn again to your [rest O] my soul.
for the LORD has dealt [well] with you.
8For you have rescued my [life] from death,
my eyes from tears, … and my [feet] from stumbling;
9I will walk in the presence [of] the LORD
in the [land of] the living. R
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SECOND READING: James 3:1-12
A reading from James.
1Not

many of you should become teachers, my brothers and sisters, for you know that we who
teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For all of us make many mistakes. Anyone who makes
no mistakes in speaking is perfect, able to keep the whole body in check with a bridle. 3If we put
bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we guide their whole bodies. 4Or look at
ships: though they are so large that it takes strong winds to drive them, yet they are guided by a
very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet
it boasts of great exploits.
How great a forest is set ablaze by a small fire! 6And the tongue is a fire. The tongue is placed
among our members as a world of iniquity; it stains the whole body, sets on fire the cycle of
nature, and is itself set on fire by hell. 7For every species of beast and bird, of reptile and sea
creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by the human species, 8but no one can tame the
tongue—a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse those who are made in the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and
cursing. My brothers and sisters, this ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the same
opening both fresh and brackish water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers and sisters, yield olives, or a
grapevine figs? No more can salt water yield fresh.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the Gospel.
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GOSPEL: Mark 8:27-38
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
27Jesus

went on with his disciples to the villages of Caesarea Philippi; and on the way he asked his
disciples, “Who do people say that I am?” 28And they answered him, “John the Baptist; and others,
Elijah; and still others, one of the prophets.” 29He asked them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered him, “You are the Messiah.” 30And he sternly ordered them not to tell anyone
about him.
31Then

he began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be
rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise
again. 32He said all this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him. 33But
turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are
setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.”
34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my
followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35For those who want
to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the
gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the whole world and forfeit their
life? 37Indeed, what can they give in return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of
my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of Man will also be ashamed
when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
The assembly is seated.

SERMON

You Are The New Day

Silence for reflection follows the sermon.
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Pastor Brad Carroll

HYMN OF THE DAY

7

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Each petition concludes:
Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
All may greet one another with a sign of peace.
The assembly is seated.

† MEAL †

OFFERING
ANTHEM

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Nearer, My God, to Thee - arr. Georgiann Toole

After the offering is received, the assembly rises in body or spirit and joins singing.

OFFERING PRAYER
The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer.
Let us pray.
God of abundance,
you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens.
Accept the gifts you have first given us.
Unite them with the offering of our lives
to nourish the world you love so dearly;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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Chancel Choir

GREAT THANKSGIVING

It is indeed right, …
… we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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The Presiding Minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer.
LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet for all is now ready.
COMMUNION
The assembly may be seated.
As you come forward to the altar, take a glass from the tray at the front pew.
The pre-filled glasses contain grape juice.
All are invited to join singing during the distribution.
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After all have received the sacrament, the assembly rises in body or spirit.
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer.
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our faith into a feast of
salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of joy, bearing witness to the abundance of
your love in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

† SENDING †

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

BLESSING
At the conclusion of the Blessing, all respond: Amen.
SENDING HYMN
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DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
Thanks be to God.

Marche for a Festival in F - David N. Johnson

VOLUNTARY

Please be seated to listen as the Voluntary concludes today’s worship.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY:
Altar Guild Linda Bollinger and Deb Clark
Assisting Minister Renee Gombert
Greeter Ginny Crone and Gisela Reinhart
Lector Sally MacGowan
Usher Larry Greene
Sacramental Deacon Sally MacGowan
Worship Attendance: September 5th: 51

THIS WEEK AT ST JOHN”S
Today

9/12

10:30 AM Holy Communion

Monday
Wednesday
Sunday

9/13
9/15
9/19

7:15 PM
7:00 PM
10:30 AM
11:45 AM

God’s Work, Our Hands Day
Boy Scouts
Chancel Choir
Holy Communion
ASJ Meeting

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church

37 South Fifth Street ꞏ Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101
Church office: 610-435-1587 Fax: 610-435-6505
Music office: 610-435-1641
E-mail: office@sjat.org

Church Staff
The Rev. Bradley T. Carroll, Pastor, bcarroll@sjat.org
Eric G. Gombert, Cantor, egombert@sjat.org
Scott Boka, Sexton, sboka@stjohnsallentown.org
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Vestry
Debra Clark
President
Lance Burgess
Vice President
Millie Sekulski
Secretary
Donna Waldt
Treasurer
Linda Bollinger
Kathy Groh
Sara MacGowan
Jon Maury
John Seedorff

