
  

 

 SUNDAY, JULY 25, 2021 
SAINT JAMES THE ELDER, APOSTLE 10:30 AM 

† GATHERING † 

    The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of  God.  
 
Welcome! As you enter the nave of  the Church, please be respectful of  those preparing for worship with prayer and 
meditation. The assembly participates in worship by speaking the text printed in boldface type.  
 
VOLUNTARY  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly is invited to kneel or remain seated. 
All may make the sign of  the cross (☩), the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 
 

In the name of  the Father, and of  the ☩ Son, and of  the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Drawn to Christ and seeking God’s abundance, let us confess our sin. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

God, our provider, 
help us. 
It is hard to believe there is enough to share. 
We question your ways when they differ from the ways 
of  the world in which we live. 
We turn to our own understanding 
rather than trusting in you. 
We take offense at your teachings and your ways. 
Turn us again to you. 
Where else can we turn? 
Share with us the words of  eternal life 
and feed us for life in the world. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved people of  God: 
in Jesus, the manna from heaven, 
you are fed and nourished. 
By Jesus, the worker of  miracles, 
there is always more than enough. 

Through Jesus, ☩ the bread of  life, 
you are shown God’s mercy: 
you are forgiven and loved into abundant life. 
Amen. 

The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the hymn.  
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GATHERING HYMN  (Worship book #695) 
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GREETING 
The Grace of  Our Lord Jesus Christ, the Love of  God, and the Communion of  the  
Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 

continues on next page 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
 
Let us pray.  
Gracious God, we remember before you today your servant and apostle James, the first among the 
twelve to be martyred for the name of  Jesus Christ. Pour out on the leaders of  your church that 
spirit of  self-denying service which is the true mark of  authority among your people, through 
Jesus Christ our servant, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen. 
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† WORD † 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 
FIRST READING: I Kings 19:9-18 
A reading from First Kings. 
 
9At [Horeb, the mount of  God,][Elijah] came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
  Then the word of  the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10He 
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of  hosts; for the Israelites have 
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone 
am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.” 
  11He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to pass 
by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in 
pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind; and after the wind an earthquake, but 
the Lord was not in the earthquake; 12and after the earthquake a fire, but the Lord was not in the 
fire; and after the fire a sound of  sheer silence. 13When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his 
mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of  the cave. Then there came a voice to him that 
said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 14He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, 
the God of  hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and 
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it 
away.” 15Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of  Damascus; 
when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16Also you shall anoint Jehu son of  
Nimshi as king over Israel; and you shall anoint Elisha son of  Shaphat of  Abel-meholah as 
prophet in your place. 17Whoever escapes from the sword of  Hazael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever 
escapes from the sword of  Jehu, Elisha shall kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”  
 
The word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

PSALMODY: Psalm 7:1-10 
All join singing the antiphon after introduction by the cantor. Repeat the antiphon as indicated R 

continues on next page 
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SECOND READING: Acts 11:27—12:3a 
A reading from Acts. 
 

27At that time [when Barnabas and Saul were in Antioch,] prophets came down from Jerusalem to 
Antioch. 28One of  them named Agabus stood up and predicted by the Spirit that there would be a 
severe famine over all the world; and this took place during the reign of  Claudius. 29The disciples 
determined that according to their ability, each would send relief  to the believers living in 
Judea; 30this they did, sending it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 
 12:1About that time King Herod laid violent hands upon some who belonged to the church. 2He 
had James, the brother of  John, killed with the sword. 3aAfter he saw that it pleased the Jews, he 
proceeded to arrest Peter also.  
 

The word of  the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

All join chanting the boldface verses of  the Psalm. 

 1O LORD my God, I take ref- | uge in you; 
  save and deliver me from all | who pursue me; 
 2lest like a lion they tear | me in pieces 
  and snatch me away with none to de- | liver me. R 
 
 3O LORD my God, if  I have | done these things: 
  if  there is any wickedness | in my hands, 
 4if I have repaid my | friend with evil, 
  or plundered my enemy | without cause, 
 5then let my enemy pursue and | overtake me, 
  trample my life into the ground, and lay my honor | in the dust. 
 6Stand up, O LORD, in your wrath; rise up against the fury | of  my enemies. 
  Awake, O my God, | decree justice. R 
 
 7Let the assembly of  the peoples | gather round you. 
  Be seated on your lofty throne, | O Most High. 
 8O LORD, | judge the nations; 
  give judgment for me according to my righteousness, O LORD, ... 
 and according to my innocence, | O Most High. 
 9Let the malice of  the wicked come to an end, but estab- | lish the righteous; 
  for you test the mind and heart, O | righteous God. 
 10God is my shield | and defense, 
  the savior of  the | true in heart. R 
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GOSPEL: Mark 10:35-45 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
35James and John, the sons of  Zebedee, came forward to [Jesus] and said to him, “Teacher, we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask of  you.” 36And he said to them, “What is it you want me to 
do for you?” 37And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, 
in your glory.” 38But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to 
drink the cup that I drink, or be baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?” 39They 
replied, “We are able.” Then Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink; and with the 
baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; 40but to sit at my right hand or at my left 
is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 
  41When the ten heard this, they began to be angry with James and John. 42So Jesus called them 
and said to them, “You know that among the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their rulers 
lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. 43But it is not so among you; but 
whoever wishes to become great among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wishes to be 
first among you must be slave of  all. 45For the Son of  Man came not to be served but to serve, 
and to give his life a ransom for many.”  
 
The gospel of  the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
The assembly is seated 
 
 
SERMON A Cause to Celebrate  Pastor Brad Carroll 
 
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 
 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to sing the Hymn of  the Day.  

 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
The assembly rises in body or spirit to welcome the Gospel. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   

APOSTLES’ CREED 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of  heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of  the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was bur-
ied; he descended into hell. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is 
seated at the right hand of  the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of  saints, the for-
giveness of  sins, the resurrection of  the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Each petition concludes: Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of  Christ be with you always. And also with you.   
All may greet one another with a sign of  peace. 
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† MEAL † 
God feeds us with the presence of  Jesus Christ. 

 
 
ANTHEM “Sit Down Servant” - arr. Patsy Ford Simms Sue Sheppard, alto 
 
After the anthem, the assembly rises in body or spirit and joins singing. 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer. 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of  life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the 
feast of  plenty. Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us 
to be what we receive here, your body for the life of  the world. 
Amen. 
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It is indeed right, … 
 … we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  

The Presiding Minister continues with the Eucharistic Prayer. 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 
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LORD’S PRAYER  
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet for all is now ready. 
 
COMMUNION 
The assembly may be seated.   
As you come forward to the altar, take a glass from the tray at the front pew.  



13 

 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
The assisting minister invites the assembly into prayer. 
Let us pray. Jesus, Bread of  life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 

After all have received the sacrament, the assembly rises in body or spirit. 
The body and blood of  our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen.  
 
POST COMMUNION CANTICLE 
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SENDING HYMN  (Worship book #763) 

† SENDING † 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 
BLESSING 
 
At the conclusion of  the Blessing, all respond:  
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DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. You are the body of  Christ.   
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
VOLUNTARY  
 
Please be seated to listen as the Voluntary concludes today’s worship. 
 
 
 

All are encouraged to remain for the special congregational meeting. 

SPECIAL CONGEGATIONAL MEETING 
At it’s June 27 meeting, St. John’s Vestry voted to call this special congregational meeting 
immediately following today’s 10:30 am worship service. The sole agenda item is to vote on a 
proposal from Barry Brobst, Chairperson, Resource Circle, to authorize an additional expense of  
up to $25,000 to be used for a project to refresh and refurbish the glazing on the south stained 
glass window, the one above the Altar. The recommendation is that the funds would come from 
the Founders Fund. This project would complete the reglazing of  all the windows. Congregation 
members are encouraged to consider a special gift to help offset the expense of  this project. 
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Vestry 
Debra Clark 

President 
Lance Burgess 
Vice President 

Millie Sekulski 
Secretary 

Donna Waldt 
Treasurer 

Linda Bollinger 
Kathy Groh 

Sara MacGowan 
John Maury 

John Seedorff 

 

St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
37 South Fifth Street ꞏ Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101  

Church office: 610-435-1587   Fax: 610-435-6505  
Music office: 610-435-1641 

E-mail: office@sjat.org  
 

 

Church Staff 
The Rev. Bradley T. Carroll, Pastor, bcarroll@sjat.org 

Eric G. Gombert, Cantor, egombert@sjat.org 
Scott Boka, Sexton, sboka@stjohnsallentown.org 

ALTAR GUILD REFRESHER INSTRUCTION TO BE OFFERED NEXT 
SUNDAY 
 
If  you currently serve as a member of  the Altar Guild, or have considered becoming a part 
of  the worship team, you are invited to spend a few minutes after the service next Sunday, 
August 1st to go over the procedures for this important ministry of  the congregation.  Pastor 
and Donna Waldt will lead the conversation.  See you next Sunday! 


