THE SPIRE
FEBRUARY - MARCH 2020

A SH W EDNESDAY
February 26
Noon & 7:00 pm

L ENTEN S UNDAY L EARNING H OUR
Every March Sunday in the Great Room
9:00 - 10:15 am
Everything You Wanted to know about Judaism, Christianity and
Islam but were afraid to ask
During our Lenten pilgrimage this year we will be spending our Sunday learning
hours with guests from the Jewish, Christian and Muslim faith traditions.
Mr. Muhammed Said Selmanlar, Director of the Lehigh Dialogue Center, Dr.
Walter Wagner, a professor at Respect Graduate School and others will be with
us to present and answer your questions.

BRING YOUR PALMS TO CHURCH

All are invited to bring your palms from last year to church on or before FEBRUARY
23 so they can be burned to make the ashes for Ash Wednesday.

Invite a friend to
worship!
5:30 pm Saturdays
10:30 am Sundays
Ash Wednesday - 2/26
Healing Service - 3/1
Lenten Wednesdays

Lenten Wednesday
Soup Suppers & Study
5:30 pm
Something new!!!
We join with three other Lutheran
Congregations in Allentown for our Lenten
journey this year.

March 4, 11, 18, 25, April 1

St. Timothy Lutheran Church
140 S Ott St, Allentown

I want to thank Dr. Dreyman and Pastor Carroll for their visits and
prayers while I was in the hospital. I’m at home, and still “working on
it”, but feel a lot better, and hoping for some sunshine to enjoy
outdoors again. Thank you to all my friends at church for their prayers.
My world has gotten smaller and I miss each and every one.
Evelyn Neff, Episcopal House

We are in the new year and Katharine’s death passed almost a half-a-year ago. I appreciate and
thank our Pastors for their comforting visits during the time of her lengthy illness. I thank those
individuals who wished me well and hope by handshakes and cards during her long illness and
sympathy on her death.

A special thanks to those individuals who contributed memorials to St John’s to honor her life and
memory. In addition to these verbal thanks, I sent a private letter to them. I hope no one was passed
over in that correspondence and I’m sorry if they were.
Sincerely, Lance Burgess

ARTS IN ST. JOHN’S—THE Architecture of the Church Building
The following words with slight editing were written in about 1990 by Dr. Harold L. Stenger, long
time professor at Muhlenberg College and at that time president of St. John’s congregation.
Roots: The Old Church
Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church had its origins in a felt need for services in English in a
mid-nineteenth century Allentown community where Lutheran worship was conducted almost
entirely in the German language. Though services in English were offered at Saint Paul’s at that
time, a small group of English-speaking Lutherans determined to establish a new congregation
looking forward to the changing cultural heritage. In 1852, land for a new sanctuary was donated
by Christian Pretz at the southeast corner of Fifth Street and Maple Avenue, money was raised, and
construction soon began. The corner stone was laid on June 25, 1854, and the completed edifice
was consecrated on May 6, 1855, as “a temple of the living God”.
Although the new sanctuary stood completed, the congregation which was to occupy it had not yet
been formally organized. Not until July 16, 1855, did the incipient members meet to pass the
resolution to organize a congregation to be known as Saint John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church and
to petition for formal acceptance as a member church in the Evangelical Lutheran Ministerium of
Pennsylvania and the Adjacent States. On October 22, 1855, a constitution was adopted as a basis
for incorporation in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, and in February the application for
incorporation was granted. In April of that year a corporate seal was adopted, which over the years
has become the living emblem of the congregation. Early minutes of the congregation set forth its
rich symbolism: “…the Seal exhibits a lamb with a glory encircling the head to represent the Lamb
of God. The lamb bears a banner with the word pax (peace) inscribed on it, to show the Lamb
victorious, and that its victories are those of peace. …Above the design is the inscription: Christo
duce, verbo luce (Christ our Leader, the Word our Light). At the base …is a miniature copy of
Luther’s seal.”
Under the leadership of its first four pastors the congregation prospered in its new edifice for some
three decades. On October 30, 1887, however, the building was virtually destroyed by a disastrous
fire. Undaunted, the congregation immediately dedicated itself to the task of rebuilding. Extensive
reconstruction was accomplished in record time, and the renovated church was rededicated on
January 28, 1889. The new building served a growing congregation well until 1930, when its
deteriorating walls were condemned by city officials as unsafe. An era had ended, and a time of
decision was at hand.
The New Times: The New Church
On May 17, 1930, the congregation reached a unanimous decision that Saint John’s Evangelical
Lutheran Church would “perpetuate its mission in the present location, believing that the voice of
the Gospel is needed in the heart of every great city”. Despite the fiscal reality of the great
depression, congregational leaders moved boldly ahead. A Philadelphia architect, Dr. Frank R.
Watson, was engaged to create design plans for the new structure, and for four years church
members engaged in strenuous fund-raising. The first contributions, totaling $107, came
propitiously from the confirmation classes. The site for the new church, now conceived to be “an
imposing gothic structure, built to endure for three centuries”, was consecrated on Sunday, June
24, 1934. The corner stone was laid on Sunday, September 22 of the next year in an outdoor
ceremony presided over by Pastor Schaeffer.
The first element of the new cathedral to be completed was the Children’s shrine (baptistry),
consecrated in September 1936. This rib vaulted chapel, where literally hundreds of the parish
children have now been baptized, contains one of the art treasures of the church: an exquisite
sculpture once the possession of Czar Nicholas II of Russia.

In a close little circle of three figures a hooded eremite, representing the Church, is depicted
unveiling to two small children the love of God in Christ our Savior.
Finally, after nearly a decade of strenuous enterprise by a host of people, the congregation occupied
its new house of worship. For some nine years it had conducted worship services in the auditorium
of the church school building and it was impatient to use its splendid new structure. Though the
church was still unfinished, the people of Saint John’s determined to hold their first worship service
in the new building on Christmas Eve of 1938, and in a stirring procession on that date they moved
across South Fifth Street into a new era of their history.
Not until October 29, 1939, was the church formally dedicated in an impressive Reformation Sunday
ceremony attended by more than 1200 worshipers. The ritual opened with the surrender of the keys
by Dr. Frank R. Watson, the architect, to Pastor Schaeffer, who in turn threw open the doors to allow
the congregation to enter. The dedication took place in front of the altar, which memorialized the
late Dr. John A.W. Haas, former president of Muhlenberg College, and Dr. Pfatteicher preached the
dedication sermon in the completed Saint John’s.

The Cathedral Church
The completed church rose some eighty feet into the Allentown sky to crown the Civic Center, and
it was acclaimed in the local press as “the most beautiful Lutheran church in America”. Erected at a
cost of $326,000, it represented the finest craftsmanship of its era. Built to endure for centuries, the
structure is fabricated almost entirely of the stone which comprises its massive walls. The Chestnut
Hill granite used in the exterior walls and native stone interior will both color and grow in beauty as
they weather and age. The individual stones are hand-hewn. Aesthetically the structure embodies a
splendid wedding of strength with beauty, designed to create an emblem of the majesty of God’s
creation.
Architecturally the church is a cruciform consisting of ten bays and an abbreviated transept, its
design reproducing in miniature the great medieval cathedrals of Europe. The northernmost of the
ten bays serves as the narthex or vestibule, the three at the south form the choir and sanctuary, and
the remaining six constitute the pewed nave. From column to lofty column the nave is thirty-five
feet wide and it extends beyond its interior arches into a broad space to the east and a narrower
space to the west.
The west aisle, beautifully arched in gothic style, creates an ambulatory, some five feet wide, leading
to the Vestry Room which now forms the west arm of the transept. The broader east aisle was
expanded to create a chapel. Though it is an integral element of the nave, the chapel has its own
sanctuary, with an altar which was transferred intact from the old church building. Above the altar a
polychromed reredos depicts “The Presentation of Christ in the Temple”. The chapel provides
appropriate space for small worship groups. Here the eucharist is celebrated weekly on Saturdays.
Transepts in the choir and sanctuary provide chambers for the organ and galleries on two levels for
choirs and instrumental musicians who have traditionally enriched the high festivals of the church
year at Saint John’s. The aisles and center alley of the church are of flagstone, and the floors
beneath the pews are oak laid on concrete. The ceiling is of open construction towering some
seventy feet above the nave, with purlins and jack rafters exposed, and paneled in rich cerulean
blue.
The true cruciform structure of Saint John’s remained incomplete, however, for nearly twenty years.
Truncated east and west wings had to be added to form the arms of the cross and a spire or fleche,
aspiring toward heaven in the manner of the French medieval cathedral, had to be set in place. The
east wing, designed to provide classrooms and rehearsal rooms for the choirs, was completed in
1953. The west wing followed, providing on the ground level a vesting sacristy for the pastor and an
office for the choirmaster and, on the second level, a Vestry Room, used also for receptions and
small assemblies. Last to be erected was the slender spire, soaring 180 feet into the skyline over the
city. Dedication rituals for the East and West wings and for the fleche took place on September 15,
1957.
An integral thrust of the cathedral tradition resides in the conviction that beauty inspires worship,
that the aesthetic and religious experiences are near allied. Hence the builders of Saint John’s were
profoundly concerned to embody in the new church the finest specimens of stained glass and to
initiate a tradition of sacred music that would enhance the worship life of every parishioner.
As the cathedral church celebrated its 70th anniversary in this place, it is the devout hope that Saint
John’s in the years and decades to come will continue to be a presence in the Civic Center of
Allentown, and that its spire and its activities will provide a living witness to the glory of God in the
urban landscape.

Addendum
The only major construction change in the sanctuary as been The Gathering Place in 2003. The
space was dedicated in the memory of Dr. Harold L. Stenger and Mrs. Mary F. Stenger whose
bequest to Saint John’s provided matching funds for the renovation.
The wooden wall was moved ahead, and very skilled craftsmen were employed to match the
original fine woodwork. A small kitchen was also added.
The Gathering Place has provided a great space for fellowship.
The project also extended the balcony and fan units were installed to provide airflow in the
sanctuary. The building was made ADA compliant for the use of persons with physical disabilities.
Compiled and addendum by Nelvin Vos

Birthdays
February
1
3
6
8
12

Marilyn Wolfe
Nicole Fenstermaker
Martha Gross
Lance Burgess
Carole Maker-Kratzer, Cliff
Peyton

13
14
15
16
18
19

Lyne Brobst
Regina Boka
Larry Greene
Ann Faringer
Tyler Haydt, Theresa Isaac
Diane Kellogg

20 Sharon Swoyer
22 Paul Seidel, Nancy Ditria,
Gail Smith, Joy Clifton
24 Eric Blew
25 Debra Shipley
28 Bryce Schoch, Donna Noga

March
4
5
6
7
8
9
16

James Lisicky
Jennifer Burgher
Juliann Boehm, Michael Stahl
Althea Hannis, Mildred Hamersly
Courtney Keiser
Margaret Maskornick
Cindy Kula

February

17 Baylie Hess
18 Karol Strelecki
20 Matthew Moyer
21 Patricia Strelecki
24 Mary Maury, Karen Wendland
25 Michele Wertman, Jared Kern
26 Matthew Hoffman

March

15

Peter & Glenda Garza

19

Barry & Lyne Brobst

16

Pastor Brad & Sharon Carroll

28

James & Mary Hausman

26

Richard & Bonnie Haydt

31

Nevin & Mary Maury

Sat, Feb 1
5:30pm Holy Communion
Sun, Feb 2
9:15am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion
12pm Mutual Ministry
Mon, Feb 3
7:15pm Boy Scouts

Tue, Feb 4
9am Pastoral Care
Wed, Feb 5
7pm Bible Study
7pm Chancel Choir
Sat, Feb 8
5:30pm Holy Communion
Sun, Feb 9
9:15am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion
11:45am ASJ Meeting
Mon, Feb 10
7:15pm Boy Scouts
Wed, Feb 12
5:30pm Oasis Dinner Church
7pm Bible Study
7pm Chancel Choir
Sat, Feb 15
5:30pm Holy Communion

Sun, Feb 16
9:15am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion
12pm Vestry Meeting
Mon, Feb 17
7:15pm Boy Scouts
Wed, Feb 19
7pm Bible Study
7pm Chancel Choir

Sat, Feb 22
5:30pm Holy Communion

Sat, Mar 14
5:30pm Holy Communion

Sun, Feb 23
9:15am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion

Sun, Mar 15
9:00am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion
3:00pm LVAGO Bach

Mon, Feb 24
7:15pm Boy Scouts
Wed, Feb 26
Ash Wednesday
12pm Worship
7pm Worship
8pm Chancel Choir
Sat, Feb 29
5:30pm Holy Communion
Sun, Mar 1
9:00am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion
12:00pm Healing Service

Mon, Mar 16
7:15pm Boy Scouts
Tue, Mar 17
St. Patrick’s Day

Wed, Mar 18
5:30pm Soup Supper
@ St. Timothy’s
7pm Chancel Choir
Sat, Mar 21
5:30pm Holy Communion

Mon, Mar 2
7:15pm Boy Scouts

Sun, Mar 22
9:00am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion
12pm Vestry Meeting

Tue, Mar 3
9am Pastoral Care Team

Mon, Mar 23
7:15pm Boy Scouts

Wed, Mar 4
5:30pm Soup Supper
@ St. Timothy’s
7pm Chancel Choir

Wed, Mar 25
5:30pm Soup Supper
@ St. Timothy’s
7pm Chancel Choir

Sat, Mar 7
5:30pm Holy Communion

Sat, Mar 28
5:30pm Holy Communion

Sun, Mar 8
9:00am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion
11:45am ASJ Meeting

Sun, Mar 29
9:00am Learning Hour
10:30am Holy Communion

Mon, Mar 9
7:15pm Boy Scouts
Wed, Mar 11
5:30pm Soup Supper
@ St. Timothy’s
7pm Chancel Choir

Mon, Mar 30
7:15pm Boy Scouts
Wed, Apr 1
5:30pm Soup Supper
@ St. Timothy’s
7pm Chancel Choir
Sat/Sun, Apr 4/5
Palm Sunday

Christmas Cookie Caper 2019
Our wonderful group of volunteers made the Christmas Season a little merrier by working together
to send tins of cookies to our members who are seldom able to make it to church. The homemade
cookies looked delicious packaged in tins donated in memory of Dorothy Koller and Arlene Swoyer.
A small bag of gifts accompanied the tins. Each year this outreach project takes the Spirit of
Christmas to our shut-ins from their Family of Faith at St. John’s. For anyone who would like to get
involved, this project shares fellowship among the workers who bake, package, donate and deliver
the cookie tins along with the pastors. The next Goodie Bag Project will be in June. Please consider
joining this group of volunteers or donating to the project.

My thanks to all
cookie makers. They
are very good and
also thanks to Nancy
& Ed Miller for the
delivery. Happy
Holidays to all!
Helen Lentz

Thank you so much for the
cookies & care package. I
miss coming to church and
the people. Thanks again
with love, Pat Makos

Dear Friends,
Just a note of thanks for
the Christmas cookies.
They are very good and
will be gone in no time! I
am getting along all
right – maybe bored but
ok. Looking forward to
Christmas but no snow
storm such as you have
up there in LV.
Well thanks again,
Regards, Alex Heim

The Ecumenical Food
Bank at 534 W. Chew St.
is in need of children’s
books. If you would like
to donate new or lightly
used books you can bring
them to the food bank or
leave them in the
Gathering Place. Contact
Sally MacGowan for more
information.

Our Ministry of Special Gifts
In Memory of Henry Halpin:
Earl Halpin
In Memory of Donald Baker and Philip Hahn:
Carole Baker-Kratzer
In Memory of Martin Crone:
Richard & Carol Miller
In Memory of Linda Keck:
Jeffrey Keck Sr.

ALTAR FLOWER SPONSORSHIPS NEEDED!
Please add your name to the sign-up sheet on the bulletin board by the Gathering Place or
call the church office. The cost is $50.00 and can be included in your offering envelope,
making a note on the “Other” line.

SEASONAL FLOWER SPONSORSHIP
_____ # of Lilies @ $9.00 ea.
(deadline: April 5)

_____ # of Palm Trees @ $40.00 ea.
(deadline: March 29)

Given by: ____________________________________________________________________________________________
□ In memory of:

-or-

□ In honor of:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________
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St. John’s Evangelical Lutheran Church
37 South Fifth Street ꞏ Allentown, Pennsylvania 18101
Church office: 610-435-1587 Fax: 610-435-6505
Music office: 610-435-1641
E-mail: office@stjohnsallentown.org
Church Staff
The Rev. Bradley T. Carroll, Pastor, bcarroll@stjohnsallentown.org
The Rev. Wayne Dreyman, Dmin., Pastoral Associate, wdreyman@stjohnsallentown.org
Eric G. Gombert, Cantor, egombert@stjohnsallentown.org
Scott Boka, Sexton, sboka@stjohnsallentown.org

